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CLASSROOM PRACTICE  

 
1. HI Overview & Teaching Thesis:  A system of irrigation was essential for groups settling in the 

American Southwest.  Students will study the irrigation methods employed by three groups, the 
Hohokam, the Spanish colonizers, and the U.S. government to discover irrigation’s lasting effects on 
the environment and human settlement in the region. This will provide students with a better working 
knowledge of the geographic theme of human-environmental impact. 

 
2. Suggested Grade Level and Length of Activities:  Grade Levels 7-10, 60- 90 Minutes for Wikipage, 

additional time as needed for assessment 
 
 
3. Significance & Relevance:   
 

Students will explore the methods of irrigation practiced by three groups (the indigenous Hohokams, 
the Spanish colonizers, and the government of the United States) to explain how each dealt with the 
realities of life in an arid climate.  By examining the climate reality of the region through the use of 
climate maps and weather data, students will understand the need for irrigation in this region.  
Knowledge of the technology applied by each group in regards to irrigation should also be gained. A 
larger focus deals with the interplay between man and environment.  For example, how is man 
impacted by his environment and what impacts do man’s actions have on the environment.  

 
Selected State & National Standards  
 
Virginia SOL: 
 
World Geography 2b. The student will analyze how selected physical and ecological processes shape the 
Earth’s surface by describing how humans influence the environment and are influenced by it. 
 

U.S. History II:  
 

USII  2.    The student will use maps, globes, photographs, pictures, or tables for 
a)  explaining how physical features and climate influenced the movement of people westward 
 



USII.4 The student will demonstrate knowledge of how life changed after the Civil War by 
a) identifying the reasons for westward expansion, including its impact on American Indians 

 
 
OAH Historical Inquiry Skills  

1. Chronological Thinking-students will gain a historical understanding of the progression of 
western irrigation from Pre-Columbian groups through present –day.  Beginning with the methods 
of the Hohokam of the Pre-Columbian, continuing with the Spanish colonials, and concluding 
with the U.S. government student will gain a rudimentary chronology of the groups involved in 
the settlement of the American southwest.  In looking at how the irrigation technology improved 
with each group student will be able to order each group chronologically.   

2. Historical Comprehension- students will develop historical comprehension skills by analyzing 
the arguments in favor of irrigation through the words of those involved    

 
 
 
4.  Technology (if applicable) - Students will need internet access to complete this activity. 
 
 
 

5. Modifications, Differentiation, and Extensions –   
 
1. Heterogeneous grouping could be utilized for students of mixed abilities. 
2. Number of assessment questions can be reduced 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6.  Lesson Overview  
 

Guiding Questions Objectives Assessment Activities to support 
objectives and assessment 

Title:   Irrigation in the West 
 
Guiding Questions 
    

1. What are the limiting 
climate factors to living 
in the American 
southwest? 

 
2. Who were some of the 

groups settling the 
Southwest?  How did 
each group deal with the 
arid landscape?  

 
3. How did each group use 

available technology to 
modify the landscape 
and thus make it more 
inhabitable?  
 

4. How did the irrigation of 
the Southwest represent 
a global convergence of 
technology? 

 
5. What was the 

environmental or 
ecological legacy of 
irrigation in the 
American Southwest? 
 

1. Students will be able to explain the 
challenges to settlement in the 
American Southwest. 

 
 

2. Students will be able to describe 
the technology and period modern 
innovation used by the inhabitants 
of the American Southwest to 
carve out an existence in an arid 
landscape. 

 
3. Students will identify a basic 

chronology of settlement in the 
American southwest from the 
indigenous groups to Spanish 
colonizers to the modern (U.S.) 
inhabitants. 
 

4. Students will show that irrigation 
methods draw upon skills and 
ideas from across the world. 

 
 

5. Students will be able to identify 
some of the lasting human and 
ecological impacts of irrigation in 
the American Southwest.  

A menu of assessment options 

has been provided.  Depending 

upon time and ability level of 

students, teachers can chose to 

use a select combination of 

performance based 

assessments. (File is formatted 

in Word, so as to make it 

modifiable.)  

 Interactive question sheet to 
be completed in conjunction 
with a PowerPoint and 
Wikisite activity. 

 
 
 



 
7. Related Materials and Resources:    

 
1. Lesson Plan (FILE: LPT-Irrigation) 
2. PowerPoint – Irrigation in the West 
3. Students will need access to http://irrigationinthewest.wikispaces.com/  
4. Guided Notes and Question Sheet for Wiki (answers included) 
5. Irrigation in the West Assessment Page (rubrics included) 
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